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Professor  Says  Lincoln  Warned 
Of  Approaching  Assassination 


^Forecast  Made 
rBy  Astrology 


Abraham  Lincoln  knew  he  was 
going  to  be  assassinated! 

Yet,  because  he  was  a  fatalist 
who  believed,  that  nothing  could 
stop  his  death  when  the  time 
came,  he  kept  his  rendezvous  with 
it  on  the  tragic  night  of  April  14, 
I  1865. 

Proof  definitely  establishing  that 
the  sixteenth  United  States  Presi 
dent  was  sufficiently  forewarned 
.of  his  assassination  but  refused  to 
i  take  protective  measures  was  un- 

covered by  R.  Gerald  McMurtry, 
professor  of  Lincolniana  at  Lincoln 
Memorial  University,  Harrogate, 
Jenn. 

,.  Professor  McMurtry  made  his 
discovery  while  he  and  his  staff 
were  delving  into  hitherto  unre- 
vealed  records  contemporaneous 
with  Lincoln's  administration. 

Prediction  Made  Publicly. 

Among   new   research   material 
received  by  the  university  are  two 
copies     of     a     periodical     called 
i  '.'Brough  ton's     Monthly    Planet 

j  Reader  and   Astrological   Jour- 

nal," edited  by  Dr.  L.  D.  Brough- 
ton  of  New  York  City,  Who 
was  considered  oo«  of^he  leadV 
ing  authorities  on  estroprenol- 
ogy '  and  prognostic  astronomy. 
j  In  different  issues  of  these  pub- 

lications, Dr,  Br  ought  on  had 
written  prophetic  warnings  and 
dire  forebodings   concerning  Lin- 


coln's future,  with  the  admoni- 
tion that  the  President  should 
guard  his  life  against  foes  of  the 
Administration. 

Guided  by  the  principle  that 
astrology  is  a  true  science,  Dr 
Broughton  exhorted  Lincoln's 
friends  to  "curse  "  not  the  stars 
while  he  predicted  t h  at  their 
President  was  doomed  to  die  an 
untimely  death.  Broughton's  claim 
that  it  would  be  next  to  impossi 
ble  for  Lincoln  to  survive  beyond 
the  month  of  April,  1865,  was 
based  on  the  positions  of  the  evil 
planet,  Saturn,  and  Mars  and 
Herschel,  which  to  him  indicated 
that  the  President  was  surrounded 
by  secret  enemies  and  false 
friends. 

Warned  Lincoln. 

Writing  under  the  heading  of 
"Fate  of  the  Nation"  in  the  issue 
of  November,  1864,  fully  five 
months  before  the  assassination, 
the  famed  astrologer  made  this 
statement: 

"Let  the  President  be  careful 
of  secret  enemies,  and  also  of  as- 
sassination, during  this  and  the 
next  months." 

In  a  discussion  of  the  "Nativity 
of  Lincoln"  it  was  freely  intimated 
in  this  strange  periodical  that 
Lincoln's  life  might  be  snuffed  out 
by  "firearms  or  infernal  ma- 
chines." *     . 

Prophecy  after  prophecy  was 
made  by  Broughton/  from  •  which 
might  be  inferred  that  his  infor- 
mation may  have  been  more -than 
merely  astrological.  And  as  the 
day  of  the  assassination  drew  near,  I 


Broughton  became  more  definite 
in  his  predictions  by  stating: 

"April,  1865  .. .  some  noted  Gen 
eral  or  iperson  in  high  office,  dies 
or  is  removed,  about  the  17th  or 
18th  day." 

Thus  Dr.  Broughton's  prophecy 
went  amiss  by  only  three  days, 
since  Lincoln  was  shot  on  Good 
Friday,  April  14,  1865,  and  died  the 
next  morning  at  7:22. 

Lincoln  Inured  to  Fate. 

Despite  Broughton's  warnings; 
and  those  of  others  who  believed 
the  prophecies  or  perhaps  had 
intuition  or  positive  information 
concerning  plots  on  Lincoln's  life, 
the  President  ignored  all  pleas  for 
his  safety  and  refused  to  stay  in 
hiding  or  be  protected  by  an  ade- 
quate bodyguard,  maintaining  that 
when  it  came  his  time  to  die,  no 
one  nor  anything  could  stop  it. 
Moreover,  Lincoln  had  received 
thousands  of  threatening  and  poi- 
son pen  letters  from  "Ugly  Clubs," 
"XYZ  Organizations"  and  "Mur- 
der Societies."  Always  fearful  of 
death  in  his  youth,  he  had  become 
philosophic  about  it  later  in  life, 
hence  inured  to  the  fate  depicted 
for  him  in  these  dark  forebod- 
ings. 

As  is  well  known,  Lincoln  went 
to  Ford's  Theater  on  that  fatal 
night  over  the  protests  of  inti- 
ipate  associates,  •  saying  •  he  had 
promised  his  people  he  would 
make  a  public  appearance  and 
would  permit  nothing  to  interfere , 
with  his  promise.  His  assassina- 
tion followed.' 


HUNU  AY;' "FEBRUARY-  "12,.   1940     —-. 


Prof.  R.   Gerald  McMurtry  of  Lincoln  M  emorial     University,     with     "Hroughton's 

Planet  Reader.'* 


tefn©ys  Ast  rologer  Predicted  lSiicc8w%  Death 


By  THOMAS  KNOWLES 

,  In  a  prediction  for  November  1864,  a  prominent  New  York 
City  astrologer  wrote  in  his  Astrological  Journal: 

.     "Let  the  President  be  careful  of  secret  enemies  and -also  of 
assassination  during  this  and  the  next  months." 

It  was  the  fall  of  1864.  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  rugged  rail- 
splitter  from  Illinois,  was  President  of  the  United  States.  The 
young   nation   was   divided 


by  Civil  War.  -     ' 

Dr.  L.D.  Broughton,  the 
astrologer,  cautioned  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  to  be  "espe- 
cially on  his  guard  against 
attempts  to  take  his  life;  by 
•such  as  fire  arms,  and  infer- 
nal machines."  • 
;  And  in  the  spring  issue  of 
1865,  Broughton  predicted: 

"Some  noted  general  or  per- 
son in  high  offices  dies  or  is 
removed  about  the  17th  or 
.  18th  day."  -..■*         . 

On  Good  Friday,  April  14, 
1865,  just  three  days  sooner 
than  Broughton  predicted, 
President  Lincoln  was  shot  HI' 
by  an  assassin,  while  seated 
in  his  box  at  Ford's  Theater,  |£ 
Washington,  D.C.  He  died  the 
next  day. 

These  prophetic  warnings 
concerning  Lincoln's  fate  were 
made  in  several  issues  of 
"Broughton's  Monthly  Planet 
Reader  and  Astrological  Journal." 

.Copies  of  the  journal  were  found  by 
Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  who  is  the 
director  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life 
Foundation,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  Dr.  Mc- 
Murtry is  one  of  the  world's  leading 
authorities  on  Lincoln. 

In  the  first  of  his  fateful  predictions, 
Broughton  wrote  in  his  journal  in  June 
1860  about  candidate  Lincoln's  chances 
in  the  upcoming  presidential  election: 

"Mr.  Lincoln  has  a  rather  fortunate 
Nativity  -for  -being -popular -and  ior 


BEOTJOHT01TS 
jIONTHLT   PLANET  READER 

ASTBOLOGICAL  JOTTWVAI 


In  the  present  Presidential  Campaign,  Mr. 
L:ncoIu-has  much  inure  favorable  planetary 
influences  operating  in  liis  Nativity  than  lie 
had- in  the  last :  lie  will  have  the  bencvoleiit 
plauct  Jupiter  transiting  over  his  ascendant 
in  good  aspect  tr)  Venus'  place,  and  a  .Secon- 
dary Direction  of  the  .Moon  to  Jupiter;  and 
other  favorable  influences  which  it  is  not  lies> 
Bossary  here  to  enumerate;  all  of  which  in- 
dicate that  his  chances  forbeingflectod  the 
next  Pre 'ic'eiit  are  Tory  liiuch  in  his  favor. 
But  I  niighcheie  state,  that  shortly  alter 
the  election  is  over,  Mr.  Lincoln  will  liav«  a 
number  of  evil  aspects  afflicting  his  Nativi- 
ty. (I  do  not  think  that  any  of  them  will  bo- 
giu  to bo  feltamtil  the  election  is  past.)  thoy, 
will  be  "in  operation  in  Nov.  and  Deo.  of 
this  year.  During  Ihc.-o  months,  let  hia»  be 
especially  mi  hid  guard  aguiust  attempts  to 
takchis.lifb;  by  such  as  lire firms,  and  iu- 
(i'emal  machines.  -- .  •       jgfii 

£  notice  in  ihe''Jlo*t<»^Bfiit?ni/  BeruM," 
that  l'r  »fc.-scr  J.isf  er,  of  thatCity,  has  attemp- 
ted to  publish  the  ''Horoscope  of  Abraham" 
Lincoln,"  I  kcc  tliatvhc  has  copied  the  grea- 
ter part  froii.  a  former  No.  of  the  I'lnmJ  Jivu- 
ilri;  ( without  making  any  acknowledgment.) 
and  also  au  old  Latin  Astrological  work 


ASTROLOGICAL  JOURNAL  published  by  Dr.  L.D.  Broughton  in  1864  (left), 
carried  warnings  of  impending  danger  from  assassins.  Arrow  (above)  points  to 
portion  of  text  that  specifically  warned  of  firearms. 

rising  in  the  world  with  care  and  in- 
dustry. 

"But  we  are  sorry  to  say  that  he 
has  some  rather  unfortunate  aspects 
coming  on  —  and  that  is  the  evil 
planet  Saturn  .  .  ."  , 

But  Broughton  misinterpreted :  the 
stars  this  time.  ■- 

He  took  the  evil  signs  to  mean  that 
Lincoln  would  lose  the  1860  election  to 
Stephen  Douglas. 

It  wasn't  until  after  Lincoln  won 
the  -election   that-  Broughton  realized 


the  omens  were  even  darker  than  he 
first  thought  ...  that  Lincoln's  life 
itself  would  be  in  danger,  not  his 
career 

In  the  spring  of  1861,  Broughton  de- 
clared: 

"I  made  a  mistake  in  stating  that 
Douglas  would  be  elected. 

"I  saw  that  the  aspects  in  Lincoln's 
Nativity  were  uncommonly  evil;  there- 
fore, I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
would  be  defeated. 
>  "I  should  -have  known  that  the  un- 


fortunate aspects  .. .  :  indicated  what 
would  take  place  after  the  election, 
and  not  before  it  as  I  predicted." 

In  the  issue  of  November  1864,  in 
-which  he  warned  of  Lincoln's  assas- 
sination, Broughton  also  forecast  Lin- 
coln's reelection  over  Gen.  George  B. 
McClellan,  a  Democrat.  r  ■■< 
-But  Broughton's  prediction  about 
politics  was'  heavily  shadowed  by 
more  comments  that  the  President 
had  a  great  deal  of  unfavorable  plan-  , 
etary  influences  under  the  "very  evil 
-planet,"  Saturn.   -       .;    - 

Dr.  Broughton  wrote: -A".  ...  Jus 
chances  for  being  elected  the  next 
President  are  very  much  in  his  fa- 
vor. But  I  might  here-state,  "that  ■ 
shortly  after  the  election  is  over,  Mr. 
Lincoln  will  have  a  number  of  evil 
aspects  afflicting  his  Nativity _(I  do 
not  think,  that  any  of  them  will  be- 
gin to  be  felt  until  the  election  is 
.past.)  V,  i, ."  ■<i- 

Following  Lin- 
coln's death,  Dr. 
Broughton  was 
assailed  by  some 
-critics  who  said 
that,  in  his  pre- 
diction of  the 
assassination,  he 
should  have 
been  more  de- 
tailed. 

Whether    Lin- 

journal  or  heard  K     .   . 

about  its  rather  uncanny  and  prophetic 
predictions  is  not  known. 

Dr.  McMurtry,  a  leading  U.S.  au- 
thority and  a  former  professor  of  Lin- 
coln Studies  at  Lincoln  Memorial  Uni- 
versity,  Harrogate,   Tenn.;.  told  The  ' 
ENQUIRER:  ;  .-j\      ,;        - 

"No  one  really  knows  if  Lincoln  saw 
or  read  any  of  the  forecasts  made  by 
Broughton.  But  it  certainly  is  pos- 
sible." ■     -".v.'^  ^  ?      "  ' 


LINCOLN     LORE      ■&  / ^;  -y 


Abraham  Lincoln,  Sixteenth  President 
of  the  United  States.  Born  February 
12th,  1809,  2h.  Om-  A-  M.  Died  April 
15th,  1865,  at  7h  20  m.  A.  M. 

Some  of  my  friends  and  correspondents,  have 
written  to  mc  saying  that  tlie  predictions  in  re- 
gard to  the  death  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  should 
have  been  more  particular  and  pointed,  than 
was  published  tinder  the  heading,  "Fate  of  the 
Nation  for  April  1865.''  To  those  who  are  in- 
clined to  find  fault  with  everything  which  accor- 
ding to  ilieir  ideas  does  not  appear  to  come  up 
to  the  mark,  I  refer  them  to  the  Nativity  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  as  published  in  the  Oct.,  Nov. 
and  Dee  No,  for  1SG4,  on  page  2d,  they  will  find 
the  following  paragraph  ; 

Bui  I  iiiibIh  here  »! ,  thai   shortly    after  the  election  is 

lins  ill.-  I'mtii  ny.  j  r  .1..  not  think  tint  nny  of'tium  will  he. 
Bin  in  'i'  felt    hi. til  allei  the   election  is  )inst.  I  ih.-y  will  be 


i<l    I). 


IKI.1  ptS 


ALo  in  tlie  same  No,  under  the  heading 
"Fate  of  tlie  Nation  for  18G4,,  they  may  find  the 
following  sentence  ; 

Kit  the  1'resiileiil  In-  cirpful  nfs''rm  riK-iniea,  and  also 
of  arfsnasiiiiitiim,  during  tins  anil  the  next  months  . 

'  It  would  be  difficult  to  have  n  prediction 
more  pointed  than  the  above.  It  is  true  thai  I 
only  mentioned  it  in  a  rather  careless  niannei 
in  die  predictions  for  the '-Fate  of  the  Nation 
for  April,  iso'.'i,  "by  stating  that  some  noied 
general,  or  person  in  high  office,  dies  or  is  re- 
moved, about  the  1 7th,  or  lSth  day.'' 

Although  1  made  the  predictions  about  at- 
tempts being  made  lu  take  the  Presidents  life  ; 
by  such  as  iit-e  arms,  ,^e.  some  months  before  it 
really  took  place,  vet  as  I  stated  in  Lincoln's 
N a tiviry  iv.  the  Oct  .  Kcvi  and  1  •<•<•,  V "  1864 

that  shortly  after  the  election  is  over,  Mr.  Lin-  ' 
coin  will  have  k  number  of  evil  aspects  afilic-  j 
ting  his  Nativity  ;  and  of  course  those  evil  in- 
fluences _  would  last   through   several  months.  I 

Broughton's  Monthly  Planet  Reader  and  Astrological 
Journal.  July,  Aug.  &  Sept.  1865.  Vol.  6,  No.  3,  Pages 
23-24. 


house  of  death)  just  passing  an  evil  aspect  of  Venus, 
lady  of  the  eleventh,  (the  house  of  friends)  all  of 
which  would  indicate,  that  near  the  middle  of  April  he 
would  meet  with  some  great  evil,  from  false  friends  or 
secret  enemies." 


With  Lincoln's  tragic  death  a  matter  of  history,  Dr. 
Broughton  announced  in  his  July,  Aug.  &  Sept.  1865 
issue  that  he  had  "intended  to  publish  the  nativity  of 
Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  U.  S.  But  for  want 
of  room  must  defer  it  to  the  next  no." 

To  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  what  to  expect,  the 
editor  continued  the  announcement:  "I  might  here  state 
that  in  some  respects  he  (Johnson)  has  a  very  re- 
markable Nativity.  Yet  he  will  have  no  easy  time  of 
it  during  the  period  he  is  in  office.  From  the  first  of 
July  to  the  first  of  Aug.  he  will  have  some  very  evil 
aspects  that  will  affect  his  health.  But  from  the  9th 
of  Sept.  to  the  middle  of  Dec.  will  be  an  uncommonly 
evil  period  for  him;  difficulties  will  surround  him;  but 
I  am  in  hopes  that  his  life  will  be  spared.  But  more 
of  this  in  my  next  issue." 

Note:  See  Lincoln  Lore,  Number  1433,  July,  1957 
for  "Astrological  Predictions — The  Presidential  Cam- 
paign of  1860." 


AGRICULTURE 

(Continued  from  page  1) 

ent  energetic  and  faithful  head,  is  rapidly  commending 
itself  to  the  great  and  vital  interest  it  was  created  to 
advance.  It  is  peculiarly  the  people's  department,  in 
which  they  feel  more  directly  concerned  than  in  any 
other,  I  commend  it  to  the  continued  attention  and 
fostering  care  of  Congress." 

One  day  in  June  1866,  when  a  thunderstorm  was 
heard  approaching  the  capital  city,  Commissioner  New- 
ton remembered  that  a  certain  variety  of  wheat  samples 
had  not  been  cut.  Leaving  his  office  on  this  sultry,  hot 
day  and  likely  wearing  a  silk  hat  and  frock  coat  he 
went  to  the  experimental  farm,  near  the  present  Bureau 
of  Engraving  and  Printing  to  supervise  the  cutting  of 
the  wheat  samples  before  the  rain.  The  wheat  samples 
were  likely  rescued  before  the  storm,  but  not  before 
Newton  suffered  a  sunstroke. 

The  first  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  the  originator 
of  the  Department's  world-famous  crop  reports,  and 
many  other  commendable  and  scientific  services,  died  on 
June  19,  1867. 


CURIOSITIES  OF  LETTERS 

(Presidential  Campaign  of  1864) 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Evening  Post: 

There  are  seven  letters  in  Mr.  Lincoln's  name.  There 
are  nine  in  McClellan's  and  nine  in  Pendleton's.  Words 
containing  similar  numbers  of  letters  happen  to  illus- 
trate the  platforms  upon  which  the  candidates  stand — 
thus: — 

LINCOLN 
fights  in  the  spirit  of 

LIBERTY 
to  establish 

JUSTICE 
and   ensure   universal 

FREEDOM 


McCLELLAN 
and 

PENDLETON 
with  a 

COWARDICE 
which  is  disgraceful  to  Americans,  strengthen 


and  encourage  the 
by  advocating  a 
to 


SECESSION 
REBELLION 
SURRENDER 


JEFF.  DAVIS 
SEVEN  is  the  sacred  number! 


Albany   Journal 

Friday,     November    11,     1864 


■H 
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first  head  of  the  department  with  the  rank  of  Commis- 
sioner. Newton  was  born  in  Burlington  County,  New 
Jersey,  on  March  31,  1800  and  after  receiving  a  com- 
mon school  education,  he  married  and  settled  on  a  farm 
in  Delaware  County,  Pennsylvania.  Recognized  as  a 
model  farmer  of  his  state  he  attended  many  agricul- 
tural association  meetings  and  over  a  long  period  of 
years  was  active  in  urging  Congress  to  establish  a 
national  department  of  agriculture. 

Newton  had  brought  a  plan  for  a  separate  department 
to  the  attention  of  Presidents  Harrison,  Taylor,  Fill- 
more, Buchanan  and  Lincoln,  whose  personal  acquaint- 
ance he  enjoyed.  Even  as  a  government  official  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  on  his  well  stocked  Pennsylvania  farm 
and  every  week  he  sent  fresh  butter  to  the  White  House. 

The  Commissioner  was  a  Quaker  and  Lincoln  called 
him  "Friend  Newton"  when  they  played  chess.  Newton 
is  also  said  to  have  acted  as  a  temporary  banker  and 
household  intermediary  when  Mrs.  Lincoln  sought  his 
advice  regarding  excessively  large  department  store  ac- 
counts she  could  not  pay  and  which  she  feared  to  bring 
to  the  attention  of  the  President.  Newton,  according 
to  one  authority,  would  put  up  the  money  to  pay  the 
bills,  if  the  accounts  were  not  too  large,  and  later  Mrs. 
Lincoln  would  repay  him.  However,  if  the  bills  were 
quite  large  Newton  would  intercede  with  Lincoln  in 
behalf  of   Mrs.   Lincoln. 

On  one  occasion  Commissioner  Newton  accompanied 
Mrs.  Lincoln  to  Georgetown  to  see  a  Mrs  Laury,  a 
spiritualist,  who  "made  wonderful  revelations  to  her 
about  her  little  son  Willy  .  .  .  and  also  about  things  on 
the  earth." 

As  an  agricultural  official  Newton  had  a  stormy 
career.  His  formal  education  was  limited  and  his  critics 
claimed  that  he  was  practically  illiterate  and  utterly 
incompetent.  Yet  Newton  is  credited  with  having  set 
into  motion  a  well  organized  department. 

Perhaps  the  worst  charge  that  can  be  brought  against 
Newton  is  that  he  was  a  gossip  and  engaged  in  cabinet 
intrigue.  As  a  confidant  of  Edward  Bates,  the  Attorney 
General,  he  was  constantly  repeating  rumors  about  a 
remodeling  and  a  rearrangement  of  the  Cabinet.  New- 
ton even  told  Bates  in  great  secrecy  "that  General 
Halleck  was  a  confirmed  opium-eater."  Incidentally, 
Newton  kept  Bates  well  supplied  with  a  good  variety  of 
seeds,  and  the  Attorney-General  called  Newton  the  "head 
farmer  of  the  country." 

At  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  the  Department, 
neither  Congress,  the  President  or  the  Commissioner 
agreed  upon  what  it  should  accomplish.  To  the  credit 
of  the  Commissioner  several  capable  scientists;  Town- 
send  Glover,  the  entomologist;  Charles  Wetherill,  the 
chemist;  Lewis  Bollman,  the  statistician;  and  William 
Saunders,  the  botanist,  were  assigned  important  po- 
sitions within  the  experimental  and  scientific  divisions 
of  the  Department. 

In  the  administration  of  the  Department  it  was  left 
to  Newton  to  determine  objectives  and  he  directed  the 
varied  activities  with  considerable  wisdom  and  clarity. 

One  innovation,  established  by  Newton  on  July  10, 
1863,  was  the  issuance  of  a  monthly  crop  report,  and 
this  month  and  day  became  the  traditional  date  for  the 
release  of  this  important  data. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  during  the  Lincoln 
Administration  labored  under  trying  conditions.  The 
Civil  War  was  being  waged,  and  the  farmers  were 
straining  their  energies  to  provide  food  for  the  army, 
for  export  and  for  civilian  needs.  Europe  leaned 
heavily  at  this  time  upon  the  United  States  for  it's 
agricultural  products  and  when  Newton  released  his 
July  10,  1863  crop  report  he  wrote:  "The  world  leans 
on  us.  To  meet  demands  of  this  great  magnitude  is  the 
mission  of  American  agriculture." 

Housed  in  two  basement  rooms  of  the  old  Patent 
Office  Building  Newton  gave  directions,  released  sta- 
tistics, offered  encouragement,  made  predictions,  and 
provided  scientific  know-how,  and  the  American  farmers 
met  the  challenge  during  the  war  years  until  final  vic- 
tory was  won. 

Apparently  Lincoln  was  quite  proud  of  the  new  De- 
partment of  Agriculture.  In  his  last  annual  Message 
to  Congress  on  December  6,  1864  he  said:  "The  Agri- 
cultural Department,  under  the  supervision  of  its  pres- 
(Continued  on  page  3) 


ASTROLOGICAL  PREDICTIONS 

Lincoln's   Assassination 

The  "Fate  of  the  Nations"  for  the  spring  quarter  of 
1865  was  predicted  by  the  editor  of  Broughton's  Monthly 
Planet  Reader  and  Astrological  Journal  on  page  15  of 
the  April,  May  &  June  1865  issue  (vol.  6,  no.  2). 

The  predictions  for  April  1865  were  based  on  the  new 
moon  of  March  27th.  "Jupiter"  was  found  to  be  "lord 
of  the  scheme  and  was  rising  in  its  own  house,  in  good 
aspect  to  Saturn  in  mid-heaven  but  in  opposition  to 
Mars  and  Herschel,  in  the  seventh  house." 

This  position  was  described  by  Dr.  L.  D.  Broughton, 
the  editor  of  the  New  York  publication  as  "uncommonly 
good  for  the  general  government  and  very  evil  for  the 
Rebels." 

The  astrologer  also  predicted  that  "They  (Rebels) 
are  compelled  to  retreat,  and  appear  to  have  got  to  the 
very  last  ditch.  Indeed  some  people  will  think  that  it  is 
all  up  with  them.  But  after  the  middle  of  this  month 
the  wheel  of  fortune  takes  a  turn  in  their  favor.  But 
not  before  they  are  very  near  conquered,  or  exhausted." 

Financial  concerns  were  informed  that  "business  of 
all  kinds  brighten  up  in  this  month  and  people  generally 
are  inclined  to  look  on  the  bright  side  of  the  question, 
although  the  public  health  suffers." 

Government  officials  failed  to  take  seriously,  if  a  copy 
of  this  magazine  came  to  their  attention,  Broughton's 
prediction  that  "SOME  NOTED  GENERAL  OR  PER- 
SON IN  HIGH  OFFICE,  DIES  OR  IS  REMOVED 
ABOUT  THE  17TH  OR  18TH  DAY." 

Broughton  constantly  read  ominous  events  in  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  "nativity."  In  his  October,  November  and 
December  1864  issue  he  reprinted  his  early  (September 
1860,  vol.  1,  no.  6)  statement  that:  "We  are  sorry  to 
say,  that  he  has  some  rather  unfortunate  aspects  com- 
ing on  ...  "  The  astrologer,  however,  predicted  that 
Lincoln  would  win  the  election  because  "he  has  much 
more  favorable  planetary  influences  operating  in  his 
Nativity  (1864)  than  he  had  in  the  last  (1860)  ..." 

After  the  election  is  over,  Broughton  made  it  clear 
that  "Mr.  Lincoln  will  have  a  number  of  evil  aspects 
afflicting  his  Nativity  (I  do  not  think  that  any  of 
them  will  begin  to  be  felt  until  the  election  is  past) 
they  will  be  in  operation  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  of  this  year. 
During  these  months,  let  him  be  especially  on  his  guard 
against  attempts  to  take  his  life;  by  such  as  fire  arms, 
and  infernal  machines."  The  astrologer  also  warned 
in  his  article  "The  Fate  Of  The  Nation"  for  November 
1864,  (Oct.,  Nov.  &  Dec.  1864,  vol.  5,  no.  1):  "Let 
the  president  be  careful  of  secret  enemies,  and  also  of 
assassination,  during  this   and  the  next  months." 

Broughton's  prediction  of  Lincoln's  assassination 
and  death  (April  14-15,  1865)  was  a  vindication  for 
those  who  looked  to  the  stars  for  the  signs  of  the  times. 
However,  some  critics  wrote  Broughton,  who  was  also 
plagued  at  times  with  evil  aspects,  that  in  his  pre- 
diction of  Lincoln's  death  he  should  have  been  more 
particular  and  pointed.  To  these  charges  the  astro- 
logical editor  cited  volume  and  page  where  his  pre- 
dictions appeared  with  the  comment  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  have  a  prediction  more  pointed. 

In  a  re-evaluation  of  Lincoln's  "nativity"  the  editor, 
who  had  made  a  detailed  astrological  study  of  the  16th 
President,  wrote:  "Indeed  judging  from  the  Map  of 
the  Heavens  for  Mr.  Lincoln's  time  and  birth,  although 
he  was  a  quiet  inoffensive  man,  bearing  malice  to  none 
but  charity  to  all,  yet  it  was  next  to  impossible  for 
him  to  have  died  a  natural  death.  At  the  time  of  Mr. 
Lincoln's  birth,  the  Sun  and  Moon  were  both  under 
the  earth,  which  causes  the  ascendant  to  be  the  'giver 
of  life,'  and  being  afflicted  by  the  evil  planet  Saturn, 
and  Mars  and  Herschel,  both  in  the  eleventh  house,  de- 
noting him  being  surrounded  by  secret  enemies  and 
false  friends,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  Moon  being 
in  good  aspect  to  the  benevolent  planet  Jupiter,  lord 
of  the  ascendant,  and  of  course  Mr.  Lincoln's  signi- 
ficator,  which  aspect  caused  him  to  become  popular 
among  people  generally,  it  would  have  been  next  to 
impossible  for  him  to  have  survived  up  to  the  middle 
of  last  April.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  death,  he 
had  the  evil  planet  Saturn  retrograding  over  Mar's 
place  in  the  eleventh  house,  and  in  evil  aspect  to  the 
Moon's    place,    and    Mar's    in    the    eighth    house,     (the 
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